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AMCONSUL LUBUMBASHI 

CONFIDENTIAL BUKAVU 0016 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINT, PINS, CG 

SUBJECT: REACTION IN BUKAVU TO RECENT EVENTS IN SHABA 

1 . THE REACTION IN BUKAVU TO THE INVASION OF SHABA HAS BEEN A 
MIXTURE OF INTEREST, CONFUSION, CURIOSITY, NERVOUSNESS, EXCITE- 
MENT, AND CYNICISM. DURING THE FIRST DAYS AFTER THE ATTACKS 
INFORMATION WAS VERY SCANTY. THE FOLLOWING WEEK BROUGHT A RASH 
OF RUMORS, EVEN ASSERTING AT ONE POINT THAT LUBUMBASHI HAD 
FALLEN. THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITY BECAME NERVOUS, THOUGH NONE TO 
THE POINT OF PREPARING TO LEAVE. THER FEARS WERE OF A POSSIBLE 
BREAKDOWN IN LAW AND ORDER, ESPECIALLY OF MUTINY AND RAMPAGE BY 
THE ZAIRIAN ARMY. THE FIGHTING IS FELT TO BE VERY FARAWAY, 

AND NO DIRECT THREAT, AND MOST PEOPLE HERE REGARD THE INVADING 
KATANGANS WITH RESPECT AND SYMPATHY. THERE IS LITTLE CONFIDENCE 
IN THE ABILITY OF THE ZAIRIAN ARMY. 

2. BELGIAN MISSIONARIES WORKING AMIDST THE 

AFRICAN COMMUNITY IN BUKAVU REPORT THAT THE MOOD THERE HAS BEEN OF 
EXCITEMENT AND ANTICIPATION. THE PEOPLE ARE WAITING PEACEFULLY, 

BUT WOULD WELCOME ANY CHANGE WITH OPEN ARMS. IN BUKAVU THERE IS 
NO RPT NO SYMPATHY OR LOYALTY FOR THE GOVERNMENT FORCES, EXCEPT 
AMONG THOSE ZAIROIS WITH AN INTEREST IN THE PRESENT REGIME. 
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HOWEVER, FEW EUROPEANS OR UPPER-CLASS ZAIROIS BELIEVE THAT A CHANGE 
IN THE CENTRAL GOVERNMENT WOULD MAKE MUCH DIFFERENCE TO KIVU. 

3. THE SITUATION HAS BEEN CALM AND ECONOMIC ACTIVITY HAS 
CONTINUED NORMALLY, THOUGH SOME MERCHANTS REPORTED A DROP IN 
SALES DURING THE DAYS OF THE MORE SENSATIONAL RUMORS. ON MARCH 
22 TROOPS WERE AT THE BUKAVU AIRPORT DIGGING TRENCHES AND 
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OTHERWISE PREPARING DEFENSES. SINCE THEN THEIR PRESENCE AT THE 
AIRPORT HAS DWINDLED TO A HANDFUL OF SOLDIERS, AND NO OTHER 
INCREASE IN MILITARY PRESENCE HAS BEEN VISIBLE. MISSIONARIES 
BASED IN BARAKA, NEAR THE PRP TERRITORY, REPORT THE SITUATION 
UNCHANGED. EXCITEMENT AND TENSION HERE HAVE LESSENED IN RECENT 
DAYS AS THE SITUATION IN SHABA HAS APPEARED TO STABILIZE, 

BUT ALL EARS REMAIN OPEN FOR NEWS OF FURTHER DEVELOPMENTS. 

BOWEN 
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